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WHAT IS RABIES ? 

Rabies : It is a viral diseases that attacks the nervous system 
and once the signs appear the disease is always fatal. After 
the secretion of the virus in the saliva it is transmitted to 
people and animals via bite or in contact to open cuts, 
wounds or mucus membranes  



Rabies virus attacks the 

nervous system and is fatal once 
symptoms develop is passed to 
humans through bites and 
scratches from infected animals. 
 
How rabies virus travels: 
{ǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ 
saliva. 
Occurs mainly in skunks, 
raccoons, foxes and bats, who 
can infect domestic cats, dogs, 
livestock. 
Incubation period in humans is 
about two months. 
 
Treatment: 
If animal tests positive for the virus 
or if animal cannot be tested, if 
needed, vaccine should be given 
soon after exposure. 

 
Prevention: 
Make sure pets have current rabies 
shots. 
Keep pets in fenced yard or on a 
leash outside the home. 

 

RabiesRabies  



Rabies awareness and educationRabies awareness and education   
 × Rabies is one of the most deadly zoonoses 

× Every ten minutes someone in the world dies from rabies.  

× Every year, rabies kills nearly 70 000 people, mostly children in developing countries.  

× Over 95% of human cases are caused by the bite of a rabies-infected dog.  

× Safe, efficacious and affordable dog rabies vaccines 

× Communities need to take responsibility 

× Surveillance 

× Disease reporting 

× Laboratory capacity 

× Preventive rabies vaccination 

× Community participation,  education and public awareness programmers .  
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Rabies preventive program in Dubai Municipality  

Notes 
 

Suitable time for 
vaccination 

 

Number of doses / 
year 
 

Targeted animals 
 

Type 

üNewborn will be vaccinated at 

age of 3 months All the year 1 Dog Rabies 
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Recommendations:Recommendations:  

× Sustainable investment in rabies 

prevention and control 

× Rabies control is high priority 

× Awareness and education campaigns on 

rabies 

× Surveillance and reporting of rabies cases 

× Confirmation of rabies by lab tests 

× Effective coordination between 

Governmental and non-governmental 

organizations active in rabies control 

× Pet population management 


