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Introduction Dubai Municipality's Architectural Heritage E Antiquities Department has always given great attention 
to the Arab idenbty, and the interest in its architectural heritage was not an outcome oF an incident 
or occasion, but is a historical and human responsibility in order to contribute to the preserving oF the 
landmarks oF the past, For the Future generabons to see. 

Architectural heritage or the traditional architectural elements are considered basic symbols oF human 
development through the centuries, as they express the capabilities and potential that humans have 
achieved in dealing with the surrounding environment. Tradition means transFerring the culture oFthe past 
generations to the present; and this is not limited to language, literature and thoughts, but embraces all 
sentimental and material elements oF the society such as its thoughts, religion, philosophy, science, art 
and development 

In conbnuation oFthe series oFbooks and publications issued by Dubai Municipality such as "Elements oF 
Traditional Architecture in Dubai-Coastal Architecture," the new book "Elements oFTradibonalArchitecture 
in Hatta/Mountain Architecture" highlights an important segment on inspirations From the aesthetics 
oF Dubai heritage, its traditional architectural vocabulary developed by their ancestors over the years. 
Moreover. it brings up a whole image oFthe architectural heritage elements oFHatta's historical area with 
all what it has to offer From authentic design solutions integrated with the individual needs in the society 
back then. 

The interest oF recording, documenting and learning the urban and architectural heritage is a natural 
extension of the interest on the present citizens and their development, awareness and knowledge oFtheir 
heritage. It generates strong people who are proud oFtheir past, aware oFtheir present and are welcoming 
their Future. 
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PLANS 
P~ge No 

• A-1 Hatta Fart Plan Ground Floor 17 

• A-2 Hatta FortReAected Ceiling Plan 18 

• A-3 Hatta Wali House Plan 22 

• A-4 Hatta Wali House ReAected 23 
Ceiling Plan 

• A-5 Hatta Rest House Plan 24 

• A-6 Hatta Rest House Reflected 25 
Ceiling Plan 

• A-7 Hatta Old jamaa Masjid Plan 26 

Hatta □ ldjamaa MasjidReflected 27 
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A view fro11 courtyard - Hatta Fort 
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The simplicity was the main characteristic 
of the histJrical buil.dings of different types 
by using simple shapes such as square 
and rectangle and having a courtyard 
with the main and side entrances 

A-1 HATTA FORT PLAN 
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A-2 HATTA FORT PLAN 

REFLECTED CEILING PLAN 

Rooms Liwan 
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Perspective view oF Hatta Fort 





A-3 HATTA WALi HOUSE PLAN 

GROUND 'LOOR 

Courtyard ■ Walls 
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A-4 HATTA WALi HOUSE PLAN 
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A-5 HATTA REST HOUSE PLAN 
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A-6 HATTA REST HOUSE PLAN 
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A-7 HATTA OLO JAMAA MASJIO PLAN 

G,OUNO FLOOR 

Page 18 

G_v Plan: Rooms 

040 

Liwan 

A 

Courtyard ■ W~ 
......,......_ 
0 100200 400 
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ELEVATIONS .... 
Page No ~ ' • 8-1 Hatta Fart South 8 North Side 31 1 I I ' Elevations 

• 8-2 HattaFartWestffiEastSide 32 
Elevations 

• B-3 Hatta Rest House Elevations 34 

• 8-4 Hatta Old jamaa Masjid East E 36 
South Elevations 

• B-5 38 

• 8-6 Hatta Shop Elevation E Section 42 

• B-11 Hatta Shop Elevation, Section 1£ 47 
Details 
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T'ne 11ain facade of Hatta Fort 
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Elevati:in design reflects the environmental 
and architectural elements of the surroundings, 
nature of the bui ld ing materials, and the 
inherited ::ustoms and traditions. All elements 
were inspired from the Islamic concept and 
philosophy of art and t>eauty based of the 
abstraction principle. Moreover, the building 
profession is linked with "Ustad", who is the 
teacher of traditional architecture, on one 
hand, and the setter of the build ing methods 
and approver of the fixed standard measuring 
unit on the other hand 

B-1 HATTA FORT 

SOUTH E NORTH SIDE ELEVATIONS 

-------0 100200 400 

SOUTH ELEVATION 

NORTH ELEVATION 
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B-2 HATTA FORT 

WEST [ EAST SIDE ELEVATIONS 

WEST ELEVATION 

EAST ELEVATION 
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B-3 HATTA REST HOUSE 

NORTH E SOUTH ELEVATIONS 
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8-4 HATTA OLD JAMAA MASJID 

EAST ffi SOUTH ELEVATIONS 
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B-5 HATTA OLO JAMM MASJIO 

NORT 7 !i WEST SIDE ELEVATIONS 
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B-6 HATTA SHOP ELEVATION € SECTION B-7 HATTA SHOP ELEVATION € SECTION 

ELEVATIO\J (OPTION-1!£2) ELEVATION {OPTION-3ffi4) 

tF, 
~~ 

ELEVATl:JN (OPTION-I) 
ELEVATION (OPTION-3) ID 

SECTION-A SECTION-A 

I •ru -- -- -- -- -- -- - -- ,. ,. . . . . 
I 

ELEVATION (OPTION-4) 
SECTION-A 

0 100 200 400 a 100 200 4□□ 
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B-8 HATTA SHOP ELEVATION € SECTION B-9 HATTA SHOP ELEVATION € SECTION 

ELEVATION (OPTION-SJ ELEVATION (OPTION-SJ 

SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD SIGN BOARD 

----Page 36 
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B-10 HATTA SHOP ELEVATION € SECTION B-11 HATTA SHOP ELEVATION € SECTION 

ELEVATl8N (OPTION-?) ELEVATION DETAIL 

• c,n...,,_il~I 

ELEVATION TYPE - 1 ELEVATION TYPE - 2 ELEVATION TYPE - 3 ELEVATION SECTION-A 

----Page 38 
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SECTIONS 
PagsNo 

• C-1 Hatta Fort Section A-A 51 

• C-2 Hatta Fort Section B-B 52 

• C-3 Hatta Fart Section C-C 54 

• C-4 Hatta Fort Section D-D 55 

• C-5 Hatta Wali House Sections 56 
A-AE B-B 

• C-6 Hatta Wali House Sections 58 
C-C E 0-0 

• C-7 Hatt.a □ ldjamaaMasjid 59 
Sect.ions A-A 8: B-8 

• C-8 Hatta Rest House Sect.ions 60 
A-AEB-B 

• C-9 Hatta Rest House Sect.ions 62 
C-C E 0-0 E E-E 
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A view From courtyard showing solid !£ void along the inward looking Facade. - Hatta Fort 
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Sections 
The nature of the building materials 
and the inherited customs and 
traditions had greatly influenced the 
internal elevations. Moreover, most of 
the internal walls contain rectangular 
shaped openings, repetitively and 
uni formly with a fixed harmony of 
decoration on their corners. 

C-1 HATTA FORT SECTIONS 

SECTIONS A-A 

D D D D 

SECTIONS A-A 

An exterior view of Hatta Fort. 
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An interior view □ F Hatta Fort 
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C-2 HATTA FORT SECTIONS 

SECTIONS B-B 
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C-3 HATTA FORT SECTIONS 

SECTIONS :-C 

+0.16 

SECTIONS C-C 
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C-4 HATTA FORT SECTIONS 

SECTIONS 0-0 

SECTIONS 0-0 

--0 100200 400 
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C-5 HATTA WALi HOUSE SECTIONS 

SECTIONS A-A E B-B 

SECTIONS A-A 

SECTIONS 8-8 

0 100 200 400 
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C-6 HATTA WALi HOUSE SECTIONS C-7 HATTA OLD JUMA MASJIO SECTIONS 

SECTIONS :-C E 0 - 0 SECTIONS A-A E B-B 
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I II 

SECTIONS C-C 
SECTIONS A-A 

A view of t he Manaret - Old Mosque Hatta. 
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SECTIONS 0 -0 
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C-8 HATTA REST HOUSE SECTIONS 
SECTIONS A-A E B-B 

SECTIONS A-A 

SECTIONS 8-8 
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C-9 HATTA REST HOUSE SECTIONS 
P8rupet 

SECTIONS C-C E D-0 E E-E 

.,J 
SECTIONS C-C 

L 
SECTIONS 0-0 

Small Window 

SECTIONS E-E 

0 100 200 400 
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ARCHES PagsNo 

• D-1 Hatta Village - Main Entrance Arch 67 

• D-2 Hatta Village - Main Entrance Arch 68 

• 0-3 Hatta Village - Arch 69 

• 0-4 Hatta Village - Flat Arch Type - 1 70 

• D-5 Hatta Village - Flat Arch Type - 2 71 

• 0-6 Hatta Village - Flat Arch With Recess 72 
Type - 3 

• D-7 Hatta Village - Flat Arch Type - 4 73 

• 0-8 Hatta Village- Comer 76 
Ornament Arch 

• 0-9 Hatta Village- Comer 78 
Ornament Arch 

• D-10 Hatta Village - Corner 79 
Ornament Arch 

• D-11 Hatta Village - Comer 80 
Circle Arch 

• 0-12 Hatta Village - Comer Circle Arch 81 
With Void Ornaments 

• 0-13 Hatta Village - Triangular {Primitive) 82 
Arch Type -1 

• 0-14 Hatta Village - Triangular {Primitive) 83 
Arch Type - 2 
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A view ofa liwan with Rat arch. 
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Arches were distinguished by their 
simple designs and were cJmmonly 
used in verandas and interior balconies 
Jr in the main entrances. On the other 
hand it was frequently used on the 
facade in a repetitive pattern in vertical 
forms, most of which were based on 
the simple Jr semi-circular horizontal 
arches, whether plain or slanted. 

0-1 HATTA VILLAGE - MAIN ENTRANCE ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION B-B) 
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PLAN A-A 
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(SEC. B-B) 

"' , ., , 
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D-2 HATTA VILLAGE - MAIN ENTRANCE ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION B-B) 
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Main entrance arch use the tapered nodes 
at the entrance. 

V 
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PLAN A-A 

-----,, 
A 

{SECTION B-B) 

D-3 HATTA VILLAGE - ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION B-B) 
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(SEC. B-B) 
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D-4 HATTA VILLAGE - FLAT ARCH TYPE - 1 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-B) 
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D-5 HATTA VILLAGE - FLAT ARCH TYPE - 2 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-B) 
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D-6 HATTA VILLAGE - FLAT ARCH WITH RECESS TYPE - 3 D-7 HATTA VILLAGE - FLAT ARCH TYPE - 4 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-B) (PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-B) 

V-
A 

~ 
A - _., I -

V-
A 

! 

:UU -- .,....._ 

(SECTION 8-8) 
A view □fa liwan with flat arch. (SECTION 8-8) 
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(PLAN A-A) {PLAN A-A) 
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D-8 HATTA VILLAGE - CORNER ORNAMENT ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION B-B) 
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D-9 HATTA VILLAGE - CORNER ORNAMENT ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-8) 

Page 70 
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D-10 HATTA VILLAGE - CORNER ORNAMENT ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-8) 
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D-11 HATTA VILLAGE - CORNER CIRCLE ARCH 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-B) 

" m " 

V 
~ " A A 

~ 

~ 

{===J=fi}r====~===1~fi=r===1 J._.;L_.J. J._.__.M._J. 
(PLAN A-A) 
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{SECTION 8-8) 

D-12 HATTA VILLAGE - CORNER CIRCLE ARCH WITH VOID ORNAMENTS 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION 8-B) 

□□ 

V 
A 

{SECTION B-BJ 
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D-13 HATTA VILLAGE - TRIANGULAR (PRIMITIVE) ARCH TYPE - 1 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION B-B) 

.. 8 

<!!a (SECTION B-B) 

,--7 ,--7 
{ -----1-r0-1,-----i-----7-r0-"ti-----1 _____ l-t.~L _____ I _____ _Jt.~I ____ _ 

L __ ~ L __ ~ 
(PLAN A-A) 
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D-14 HATTA VILLAGE - TRIANGULAR (PRIMITIVE) ARCH TYPE - 2 

(PLAN A-A) - (SECTION B-B) 
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COLUMNS 
PsgeNo 

• E-1 Hatta Village Column T)ipe - 1 BB 

• E-2 Hatta Village Column Type - 2 BB 

• E-3 Hatta Village Column Type - 3 90 

• E-4 Hatta Village Column Type - 4 91 
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Columns came in simple forms 
and varied depending of the type 
of ceiling used and the building 
materials that were available with 
no ornaments or base. Columns 
were usually visualized into two 
parts, "body and crown" and 
without base 



E-1 HATTA VILLAGE COLUMN TYPE - 1 

(PLAN) - (SECTION A-A) - (ELEVATION) 

(ELEVATION) 
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(A)t 

{PLAN) 

{SECTION A-A) 

E-2 HATTA VILLAGE COLUMN TYPE - 2 

(PLAN) - (SECTION A-A) - (ELEVATION) 

(ELEVATION) 

(A)1 

{PLAN) 

{SECTION A-AJ 
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E-3 HATTA VILLAGE COLUMN TYPE - 3 E-4 HATTA VILLAGE COLUMN TYPE - 4 

(PLAN) - (SECTION A-A) - (ELEVATION) (PLAN) - (SECTION A-A) - (ELEVATION) 
(A) 

,---------7 
: /,,----........... : 
I / \ I 
I / I I 
I I I I 
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I \ / I 
I ', / I I , ___ ...., I 
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I \ 
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I __________ _J 
(A)q 

{PLAN) 

(ELEVATION) (SECTION A-A) (ELEVATION) {SECTION A-A) 
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DOORS 
P~ge No 

• F-1 Hatta Village Door Type 1 95 

• F-2 Hatta Village □oar Type 2 96 

• F-3 Hatta Village Door Type 3 97 

• F-4 Hatta Village Door Type 4 98 

• F-5 Hatta Village □oar Type 5 99 

• F-6 Hatta Village Door Type 6 100 

• F-7 Hatta Village Door Type - 7 Ii 8 101 

• F-8 Hatta Village Gat.e Type 1 102 

• F-9 Hatta Village Gate Type 2 103 

• F-10 Hatta Village Door Typical 104 
Details 

• F-11 Hatta Village Door Typical 105 
Details 

• F-12 Hatta Village □oar Typical 106 
Details 

• F-13 Hatta Village Door Accessories 
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Traditional doors were characterized 
by the accuracy of the carving and the 
splendor of the decoration. The big 
main door sometimes has also a small 
door (locally called Farkha; used for 
entry and exit by the residents. 
There are also doors for the rooms, 
services and other for shops. 

F-1 HATTA VILLAGE DOOR TYPE 1 
(PLAN) - (SECTIONAL 1-1) - (EXTERNAL ELEVATION) 

SECTIONAL 1-1 

PLAN 
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F-2 HATTA VILLAGE DOOR TYPE 2 
(PLAN) - (SECTIONAL 1-1) - (EXTERNAL 
ELEVA-ION) - (INTERNAL ELEVATION) 
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- 1!:::::::::::!l 

~:::::- -

... 

.... 

INTERNAL ELEVATION 
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F-3 HATTA VILLAGE DOOR TYPE 3 
(PLAN) - (EXTERNAL ELEVATION) 

...... ....... 
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• • MH .. ... 
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-;;;; ;;;:r;;;;;;;;-
PLAN PLAN PLAN 
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F-4 HATTA VILLAGE DOOR TYPE 4 F-5 HATTA VILLAGE □□DR TYPE 5 
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